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Ahmed Mater (b. 1979, Tabuk, Saudi Arabia; lives and works
in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia), is one of the most celebrated Saudi
artists documenting and reflecting on contemporary society
in Saudi Arabia. Forging an ongoing, complex mapping of
the Kingdom, his practice explores collective memories to
discover untold stories. The historical, geographical, and
topical breadth of his research-led inquiries are sharpened
by the incisive actions of his conceptual works.

Physician turned artist, Mater’s life has been lived poised at
intersections, tracing fracturing fault lines of vying systems:
past, present, and future; tradition and innovation. Using
photography, film, sculpture, and performance, he maps,
documents, and analyzes these changes, examining the
psychological impact on the individual, the community, and
the world.

Mater’s solo exhibitions include “Symbolic Cities: The Work
of Ahmed Mater” (Arthur M. Sackler Gallery, Smithsonian
Institute, USA, 2016), as well as impactful solo presentations
at the Brooklyn Museum, New York (2017); King Abdullah
Economic City, Saudi Arabia (2018); Galleria Continua, San
Gimignano, Italy (2017); Alserkal Avenue, Dubai (2017); and
the Sharjah Art Foundation (2013), among others.

Mater’s work has been featured in prestigious group
exhibitions at renowned institutions including the British
Museum, London (20086, 2012); Mori Art Museum, Tokyo
(2011); Institut du Monde Arabe, Paris (2012); and the
Guggenheim, New York (2016). He has also participated in
major biennials, including the Sharjah Biennial (2007, 2013),
Cairo Biennial (2008), Venice Biennale (2009, 2011), and
Kochi Muziris Biennale, India (2012).

His art is part of significant international collections,
including The British Museum, London; Victoria & Albert
Museum, London; Los Angeles County Museum of Art,
California; and The Centre Pompidou, Paris.
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(A , 2012, HEMIREDR, RER. BRBHEARREHR.
Atrtificial Light, 2012, color inkjet print, exhibition proof. Image courtesy the artist.

(Rmzite) , 2017, E4# L UV HIE], RS, BAREZARRER.
Lightning Land, 2017, UV print on flannelette, exhibition proof. Image courtesy the artist.
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Leaves Fall in All Seasons, 2013, video, 2'68”, exhibition edition. Image courtesy the artist.

(FRATMEEE) , 2012, BEEFIHRED, RE1/3. BRREARIZH.
Neon Café, 2012, C-print, edition 1/3. Image courtesy the artist.

About UCCA Edge

Situated along the Suzhou Creek in Shanghai’s Jing’an
District, UCCA Edge occupies 5,500 square meters on
the three podium levels of the EDGE tower. Designed by
New York-based architects SO - IL, the museum includes
1,700 square meters of gallery space, a wraparound
outdoor terrace, and public spaces including a lobby
and an auditorium. Opened in 2021, UCCA Edge mounts
exhibitions of leading Chinese and international artists.
Located just north of People’s Square and directly above
the Qufu Lu station of the Shanghai Metro in a bustling
revitalized neighborhood, UCCA Edge has become an
essential art destination and an integral part of Shanghai’s
vibrant cultural fabric.

@UCCAEdge [+ ucca.org.en
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